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By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE — 
Republican lawmakers in 
Florida moved closer to 
enacting legislation to require 
parental consent before a minor 
can get an abortion, clearing 
a key hurdle Thursday in the 
state Legislature.

After a civil but passionate 
hourlong debate, the Senate 
voted 23-17 along party lines 
to endorse the measure, which 
now awaits action in the state 
House. Gov. Ron DeSantis, a 
Republican, has said he sup-
ports the effort in the GOP-led 
Legislature.

Florida would join 26 other 
states in requiring at least one 
parent give written permission 
authorizing a doctor to termi-
nate the pregnancy of  a minor. 
Doctors who perform abortions 
without the parental consent 
of  a girl under 18 would face 
up to five years in prison for a 
third-degree felony.

“This is not a pro-choice, 
pro-life bill,” said Kelli Stargel, 

a Republican from central 
Florida, who sponsored the bill. 
She recounted her own experi-
ence as a pregnant teenager in 
deciding against terminating 
her pregnancy.

“It’s about whether or not 

you’re going to have an adult be 
involved with difficult decisions 
with children,” she said.

Other Republicans expressed 
outrage that children must get 
parental permission to get a 
tattoo or their ears pierced but 

don’t currently need permis-
sion to get an abortion.

Abortion rights advocates 
say the proposal would further 
erode protections under Roe v. 
Wade, the 1973 landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court decision that 

legalized abortion. Since then, 
abortion opponents have sought 
to restrict access, particularly 
on the state level where debate 
has intensified in recent years 
over funding abortion providers 
and defining when life begins.

“I don’t believe the state of  
Florida should force children to 
have children,” said Sen. Lauren 
Book, a South Florida Democrat, 
who spoke against the bill.

A similar effort passed the 
House last year, but the cor-
responding Senate bill failed 
to make it out of  committees 
for full Senate debate — which 
made the Senate’s approval 
on Thursday all the more 
significant.

Thursday’s clash in the 
Florida Senate was the latest 
in a long history of  discord 
over abortion in Florida and 
elsewhere.

If  the parental consent bill is 
enacted into law, it will certain-
ly be challenged in court.

“If  I believe that we were 
putting something forward that 
would not withstand a court 
challenge, we would go back 
and rethink it. I’m confident 
that this legislation will move 
forward and be successfully 
upheld,” Senate President Bill 
Galvano told reporters after the 
vote.

Abortion bill clears key hurdle in Florida
Parental consent 
measure awaits 

state House approval
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Sen. Manny Diaz hugs Sen. Kelly Stargel after Stargel’s bill SB 404, requiring parental consent 
for abortion for minors, passed the Senate 23-17 along party lines.

DADE CITY (AP) — 
A trial date has been set 
for a man accused of  
fatally shooting another 
man during an argument 
over cellphone use during 
previews at a Florida 
movie theater.

Curtis Reeves Jr., 77, 
will face a second-degree 
murder charge in the 
trial slated to begin 
Oct. 5 in Pasco County. 
Prosecutors and defense 
attorneys agreed the trial 
would likely last three 
weeks.

Reeves is accused of  
shooting Chad Oulson 
after an argument esca-
lated at the Cobb Grove 16 
movie theater in 2014.

Reeves’ attorney, 
Richard Escobar, sought 
to delay the trial until 
January 2021 during 
a hearing Wednesday, 
the Tampa Bay Times 
reported.

“Sir, I think you might 
want to reconsider that,” 
said Pinellas-Pasco 
Circuit Judge Kemba 
Lewis. “This court is not 
inclined to go into 2021. 
Really and truly it’s not.”

Reeves had sought pro-
tection from prosecution 
under Florida’s “stand 
your ground” law, but af-
ter a two-week hearing in 
2017, a judge ruled he was 
not eligible for immunity. 

Shortly thereafter, the 
state changed the law, 
switching the burden of  
proof  from the defense to 
the prosecution. Reeves’ 
attorneys argued the 
change warranted a redo 
of  the hearing. So the 
case was stagnant as the 
judge waited for guidance 
from the Florida Supreme 
Court about whether 
a new hearing was 
required.

In December, the court 
ruled that cases that 
had already conducted 
hearings did not need to 
have do-overs.

Escobar sought to 
keep the case off the trial 
calendar, suggesting they 
reconvene in six weeks 
after he’d had a chance to 
find out when witnesses 
might be available. 
He said there are 127 
witnesses.

He also listed a number 
of  trials he has scheduled 
through the end of  the 
year.

“I think this case 
should take precedent,” 
said Assistant State 
Attorney Glenn Martin, 
who had asked the trial be 
set for the spring. “We’re 
all busy.”

They agreed on the 
October trial date and a 
status hearing was set for 
March.

Trial date set 6 years 
after fatal movie 
theater shooting

Patients love that Dr. Ramke is honest, gentle 
with his hands, and loves to talk while he’s 
working! Dr. Ramke decided to become a 
dentist because he wanted to transfer his love 

He attended The Ohio State University for his undergraduate degree in biology before 

with his wife and son.

The team at Smiles of Punta 
Gorda is pleased to welcome  
Dr. Christopher Ramke to  
our team.

ad
no

=
37

31
71

7-
1

BEST
HOME SERVICES
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Done. Right. Guaranteed.
A Carrier Factory

 Authorized Dealer

AIR CONDITIONING
INSTALLATION& REPAIR

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
NO OVERTIME CHARGES!

Call us today to schedule your servicce! XXX-XXX-XXXX

2SOUTHWEST FLORIDA’S   
HOME SERVICE 

$1,500 
A NEW AC UNIT

Coupon must be presented and discounted at the point of 
sales transaction.  All sales are final and no other offers can be 

combined. Rebates, credits & financing vary by model. 

$119 VALUE
A/C TUNE-UP

*Coupons must be presented and discounted applied the point 
of sales transaction. All sales are final and no other offers can be 

combined. New customers only please. No breakdown this season. 
Must be able to start unit. Normal business hours only.

$47

 A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G     |    E L E C T R I C A L    |     P L U M B I N G    |    D R A I N S

*Financing with approved credit. Interest accrues at time of purchase unless paid in full during promotional period.  For regular term purchases, APR is based on US prime rate and is subject to change. Monthly payments required.

Livin’ UP TO THE NAME
VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 29, 2020

VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Financing
Available

NO
Money
Down
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941-218-1886

GET MORE. Spend $80 or more, choose an extra  
skincare trio. Both gifts together are up to a $210 value. 
Offer good while supplies last. Quantities limited.

With any Estée Lauder 
purchase of $39.50 or more. 

Over a $144 value! 

YOUR GIFT. YOUR CHOICE.

65%OFF
LADIES  

SPORTSWEAR 

65%OFF
YOUNG MEN’S 

& JUNIORS 
APPAREL

65%OFF
LADIES 

JEWELRY 

65%OFF
MEN’S 

SPORTSWEAR 

65%OFF
LADIES 

DRESSES

65%OFF
KIDS  

APPAREL

65%OFF
LADIES 

INTIMATE 
APPAREL, 

SLEEPWEAR  
& ROBES

65%OFF
FASHION 
BEDDING

Selected styles. Selection varies by size and store. Previous markdowns may have been taken.  
Call 1-800-345-5273

WINTER  
CLEARANCE

65%OFF
LADIES SHOES  

& BOOTS 
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